
Please note — address all correspondence pertaining to Club business to the Secretary, in the first instance by email (secretary@oftc.org.nz)   
 

     Over Forties Tramping Club,  PO Box 6505, Upper Riccarton, Christchurch  8442 
           Established 1978   Affiliated to the Federated Mountain Clubs of NZ  

www.oftc.org.nz 

Note the deadline for Newsletter items to the Editor is the 20th of every month for the following month’s 
Newsletter—send to Mavis Airey at mavis.airey@xtra.co.nz  and Alan Gash at afjg264@gmail.com 

 
Trip details by the 15th of every month to Trip Collators:  

Saturday and Sunday trips to Vicki Steven—421 0060 mob 022 130 4342 vicki_steven2005@yahoo.com.au  
Wednesday trips to Vicki Grace—vicki.grace@harcourts.co.nz Ph: 027 201 2231 

  

OVER FORTIES TRAMPING CLUB NEWSLETTER 490 MARCH 2023 

Going Places Going Places 

 

Annual General 
Meeting 

Tuesday  March 7, 2023  
at 7.30 pm 

Knox Church Hall 
cnr  Bealey Av /Victoria St 

  
All members are encouraged to  
attend this meeting to bring them-
selves up to date with what has 
been happening in the Club over the 
past year. It is an opportunity for you 
to raise any issues that you feel 
need discussion and also an oppor-
tunity for you to nominate Officers 
and Committee Members for your 
Club. 

. 
NOTICES FOR YOUR DIARIES 

Bowenvale Valley 
This is on “our” plantings that we have 
been doing for over the last decade 
with the City Council. An opportunity 
to put back into the Port Hills some-
thing for all the enjoyment that they 
give us. 
Autumn Maintenance Day  – 
Thursday March.30, 12.30 till 3.00  
Planting Day –  
Thursday May 18, 12.30 till 3.00 
Spring Maintenance Day –  
Thursday October 19, 12.30 till 3.00 
The maintenance days will be at  
Bowenvale, but the planting will be at 
a new site – details closer to the time. 
You only need to bring yourselves – 
the Council will supply everything else 
we require. 
Queries: Gavin Hampton 343-1291 

February 19: Morning tea in the shade on a 30deg day. G3s trip up Okuti 
track to the Hilltop, (avoided the pub) then up to Montgomerie Peak (and 
return) led by Adrienne McLeod (a very nice 19km tramp, beautiful day, 
nearly 1600m climb).—Howard Anderson 

G4 Mt Cassidy February 12 Led by Andrew Rich: Fabulous day out tramp-
ing to Arthur’s Pass. From Punchbowl Falls carpark, climbed Mt Cassidy 
1850m…up, up, and away. Traversed along tops to base of Mt Blimit…got 
soooo close. Then dropped down scree to Temple Basin ski field and 
Tarn where 4 brave souls went for a refreshing swim. —Kathy  Ramsay 
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This year’s AGM takes place on 7 March (details on the front page) and I would like to encourage all members to attend. 
This is your opportunity to learn what has been happening in the club and to have your say. The meeting will include a 
presentation on the proposed new website stage 2 which involves an essential upgrade of old technology and signifi-
cantly enhanced functionality. If completed, the new system will make us a modern club that provides more user-friendly 
access to tramp information. At the same time, the project will have an impact on the club’s finances. The Committee will 
be presenting the proposed plan for discussion at the AGM, however, here is an initial summary: 
 
In July last year, stage 1 of the new website was launched which was a facelift of our previous website. The general 
feedback was very positive with members enjoying the easy access to information and the more upbeat appearance. 
During 2023 we hope to start stage 2 which is a major upgrade of our website. In summary, this stage aims to signifi-
cantly improve the accessibility and user-friendliness of our tramp data by integrating the tramp map database into the 
website. This will benefit both members and tramp planners. The current tramp data system is built on outdated technol-
ogy, involves manual processes and is becoming increasingly difficult to maintain and update. Proposed features of web-
site stage 2 include: 
 An online calendar displaying upcoming tramps, social events, and training courses up to twelve months in ad-

vance, making it easier for members to plan ahead and for tramp planners to schedule tramps. 
 Assisting tramp planners as they will have comprehensive tramp data at their fingertips, and more efficient tools to 

select tramps, resulting in less manual work. 
 Easier access to tramp information on phones and tablets with a modern and consistent look and feel with the rest 

of the website. 
 The option to drill down into the tramp data base for more details from calendar entries. 
     A more resilient platform for our tramp data, ensuring it is reliable for years to come. 
  Reducing the cost of repair and breakdowns of the old system. 
Implementation of the project might be in stages, and is subject to funding, mainly through grants, fundraising and  
donations. 
 
I hope to see you at the AGM on 7 March. 

Edith Goesmann 
 

C  C ’  R  
 
I have just completed my first year as Club Captain and I am really pleased that the OFTC is in good heart. Tramp Num-
bers are up. 3638 day tramp participants for the year ended 31 December 2022 as compared to 3566 last year and 3169 
in 2018. This number of day tramp participants is a 15% increase on 5 years ago and it is helped by the fact that our 
membership has increased and there aren’t too many cancellations. Our membership number is now 430 as compared 
to 418 this time last year. 
 
Last year about 115 people volunteered their time for the club and of those, 102 people led tramps. These people and 
our Tramp Planners are the lifeblood of our club. Thank you to everyone who contributes their time, energy, and skills to 
the club. A special thanks goes to those people who led 10 or more tramps last year.In calculating the number 
of tramps, I included “cancelled tramps” when the Tramp Leader had set aside the time to lead a tramp. David Jones, 
Graeme Kerr, Judy Eden, Mary Brinsdon, Neville Palmer, Peter Moore, Ross Walker and Val Armstrong all led 10 or 
more tramps last year with Alison Ford leading a whopping 14 tramps. 
 
Our Backpacking and Basecamp Schedule has never looked better and club members have a wonderful selection of 
overnight tramps. Most months we have 3 or 4 overnight or multiday tramps to choose from helped by a very clear grad-
ing system and plenty of easy and easy/moderate tramps. A big thank you to our Base Camp and Backpacking  
Co-Ordinator, Gerald Edmundsm and all of the people who have led overnighters and multi day tramps but particularly 
those who organise the Basecamps which involve so much organisation - Sue Weller, Garry Roberts, Jill Halliburton and 
Marcel Robb who is organising the Basecamp in Te Anau next month. In July last year, 6 people did a Snow Skills 
course led by Anna Keeling. Then 4 compass courses were led by Paul Knox from July through to September. 62 people 
completed the Basic Navigation course and of those 19 carried on to do the Navigating with Technology course. That 
was a wonderful contribution by Paul Knox to the club and we now have a lot more members who are able to use a 
compass, read maps and use topographic map apps on their phones. In addition, this will mean more Tramp Leaders 
who have the confidence to lead a group of people in the hills. In November, Adrian Busby led 2 River Crossing courses 
and 29 people gained the skills on how to safely cross a river. 
 
The new website is a wonderful asset for the club. On the evening of February 16, I trialled the first evening Tramp Lead-
ers Workshop and some of that time was spent familiarising new Tramp Leaders with all the wonderful information found 
on the website. In addition it is now easy to add revised forms such as the Overnight Intentions Form and add further 
information such as “Tramping on Private Farmland” and “Instructions” on how to cross a river. However, my focus con-
tinues to be the safety, wellbeing and enjoyment of all club members and in that vein I wish everyone a safe and happy 
tramping year for 2023. 
 

Kaye Young 



DAY TRIP PROGRAMME 
The tramps are listed in order of difficulty, with the easiest first, then moderate, then harder. 

If you are unsure of a tramp please check with the tramp leader.  
 

NQ  means that this tramp is not a qualifying tramp for prospective new members. 
All other day tramps grade 2 and above are qualifying tramps. 

Travel costs for trips are calculated at three passengers per car.  
 

Please note:  It is club policy that these day tramps and the tramping programmes 
detailed in the newsletter are for members only. 

Also times given are indicative only and do not include car travel to and from the tramp. 

 

CANCELLATIONS 

Go to the OFTC 
website home page - 
Cancellation Notices. 

 

TO CANCEL A DAY TRAMP  
  
Go to OFTC website and log in to access the MEMBERS AREA. Select 
MEMBERS HOME then follow HOW TO ADD A NOTICE 
instructions. CANCELLATIONS MUST BE DONE 1½ HOURS BEFORE 
DEPARTURE. Any changes to your trip or equipment requirements 
should be placed 12 hours in advance. Leaders are no longer required to 
go to the start meeting place provided this has been notified earlier. 

 
LOCATOR BEACONS 

Collect and carry these. Please note — they are collected from the Z 
Service Stations at Belfast or Barrington and Mobil at Yaldhurst. For 
any private use of these beacons please contact Peter Oliver to 
arrange (027 438 5082). 

 
AT THE END OF THE TRAMP 

Please send the number of participants to:  
Sally Timms salgav@xtra.co.nz) 

 

Reminders to Tramp Leaders 
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The Pyramid and Sudden Valley Circuit    W146 
Cost : $32 
From the Hawdon shelter cross Hawdon and Sudden Valley 
streams to pick up the track to the ridge. Proceed along the 
ridge with care as it involves some rock scrambling and si-
dling in places until reaching the scree drop off point. Initially 
a good scree run of 400m descent and then descend through 
the bush to Sudden Valley stream.  
Grade : 5  
Depart: Yaldhurst Hotel Carpark 7.30 am 
Time : 8 hours 
Leader : Neville Palmer 021 550 660.  Please contact Neville 
if you are coming 

Sumner to Taylors Mistake 
Cost : Nil 
Take a tramp along the coastal track and explore further on.  
Take your swimming gear for a dip in the sea. 
Grade : 1   NQ 
Depart : Meet at the Sumner Clock Tower at 9.00am. 
Time : 3 hrs 
Leader : Judy Eden 384 4857, 027 472 6538 
 
Mt Thomas                            N10  
Cost : $14 
573m climb up Wooded Gully Track to Mt Thomas summit 
(1023m).  Return down Summit track. Pleasant tramp 
through beech forest, alpine vegetation and pine plantations. 
Great views from the top if it’s a fine day. 
Grade : 2 
Depart : Belfast Hotel Carpark 9.0 am 
Time : 5-6 Hours 
Leader : Dave Morgan 03 313 4783, 0274495011 
Co leader TBA 
 
 
 

TRAMP PLANNERS 
Note — Please forward your draft list to the Club Captain  

by the 20th of each month 

Saturday     
Wednesday Veterans Alec Mills   338 5002 

 Grade 1   

  Grade 2 Pamela Gibbons  332 7531  
  Graeme Brown 

Carol Eddington  
John Corbett 

383 3732 
021 045 3170 
348 3158  

 Grade 3 Peter Moody 
Peter Glasson 
Ken Lavender 
Steve Lewis 

351 7448 
021 324 954  
348 6738 
027 725 0506 

 Grade 4   

Sunday Grade 1 Judy Eden 027 472 6538 

 Grade 2 Heather  &  Alan 
Robertson    
Pip Clark               
Helen Rutledge  
& Garry Roberts 

021 181 6019 
 
027 331 1739 
021 289 8491 

  Grade 3, 
4 & 5 

Ross Walker 
Lesley Smith 

027 558 2126  
338 4272 

  Alison Downard 357 2089 
  Peter Moore 027 773 1670  
    

MARCH 5 
A Different Sumner Circuit 
Cost : Nil 
Bring togs for a swim if fine. 
Grade : 1   NQ 
Depart : Meet at the Sumner Clock Tower at 9.00am. 
Time : 3 hrs 
Leader : John Kelly 021 185 9108 
 
Rakaia Gorge Walkway              WO33 
Cost : $15 
Follow rim of gorge through impressive geological areas, past 
entrances to the disused Snowdon coalmine and through various 
forest and shrub communities before climbing tussock terraces to 
the lookout. Loop down to the river for lunch. Spectacular views 
of the gorge, river and mountains. 
Grade :  2 
Depart : Yaldhurst Hotel carpark at 9.0 am 
Time :  4-5 Hours 
Leader : Gerald Edmunds 03 342 6331 02108270228 
Co leader TBA 
 
Mt Barrosa Circuit   W097 
Cost : $35 
Steady climb to 1364m. Return along ridge and descend near 
Waterfall Stream. Short return walk along the road. Great views 
of Mt Potts & Lake Heron with interesting rock formations on 
summit. 
Grade : 3 
Depart : Yaldhurst Hotel Carpark 8.00 am 
Time : 5 hours 
Leader : Penny Coffey 027 630 2128.    

SUNDAY TRAMPS 

MARCH 5 CONTINUED 

MARCH 12 
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Mt Fitzgerald from Monument BP77 
Cost : $10 
Moderate climb past the Monument to main ridge, then along 
mostly open country to Mt Fitzgerald. Great views of the Penin-
sula on all sides in good weather. Return same way. 24km. 
Grade : 3 
Depart : Cnr Ashgrove Tce and Ferniehurst St 8.00 am 
Time : 7 hours 
Leader : Leader required for this trip.  Please contact Alison 
Downard 021 122 7252 if you can lead this trip. 

Rakaia Gorge Walkway  
Cost : $20 
If you are going, please phone Gaye (landline), before 8pm, on 
the Saturday evening, to receive instructions on where and 
when to meet. 
Grade : 1   NQ 
Depart :  
Time : 4 hrs 
Leader : Gaye Morton 332 2284 
 
Okuti Valley                         PB31 
Cost : $15 
This CC track climbs steadily uphill from Okuti Valley Scenic 
Reserve through native bush and farm land to a saddle from 
where one can enjoy good views to Kaitorete Spit and Mount 
Sinclair and Fitzgerald. Return same way. Could be muddy. 
Grade : 2 
Depart :  : Yaldhurst Hotel carpark at 9.0 am 
Time : 5-6 hours 
Leader : Garry Roberts 03 349 7875 Co Leader TBA 
 
Hallelujah Flat - Andrews Stream W089 
Cost : $34 
Over Mt White bridge to Andrews Stream carpark. Up the ridge 
under bush canopy - over undulating country to Hallelujah Flat 
and return via Andrews Stream which has lovely pools for sum-
mer swimming. Bring swimming gear or dry clothes for trip 
home.  
Grade : 3 
Depart : Yaldhurst Hotel Carpark  8.00 am 
Time : 6 hours 
Leader : Leader required for this trip.  Please contact Alison 
Downard 021 122 7252 if you can lead this trip. 

Lyttelton to Pony Point 
Cost : Nil 
From Lyttelton, along the coastal path through Corsair and Cass 
Bays to Pony Point.  Take your togs for a swim. 
Grade : 1   NQ 
Depart : Meet at Norwich Quay, Lyttelton, at 9am 
Time : 3 hrs 
Leader : John Winterburn 027 488 3073 
 
Bridle path to Pony Point    PH61   
Cost : nil 
Easy pace up and down the Bridle Path into Lyttelton, then 
along the lovely Coastal path through Corsair and Cass Bays to 
Pony Point. Return over the hill by alternative track or bus from 
Lyttelton (bring Gold Card or bus fare for latter option).   
Grade :  2 
Depart : Bridle Path carpark at 9.0am 
Time :  4-5 hours 
Leader : Heather Robertson  0211816019 
Co Leader TBA 
 
 
 

Halswell Quarry to Governors Bay via Ohinetahi PH18A 
Cost : Nil 
From Halswell Quarry car park head up and around to the Bell-
bird. From there drop down onto O’Farrell’s Track. Continue on 
this track and round to the track that makes its way 
through Reuters Park up to the Crater Rim Walkway. Proceed 
back to Halswell. 
Grade : 3 
Depart : Halswell Quarry Carpark  8.00 am 
Time : 6 hours 
Leader : Leader required for this trip.  Please contact Ross 
Walker 027 558 2126 if you can lead this trip. 
 
Mt Bealey and Rough Creek    (New tramp) 
Cost : $38 
Climb Mt Bealey 1836m via the Mt Bealey track.  Partly descend 
the same way and then drop down scree into Rough Creek and 
return.   
Grade : 4  
Depart : Yaldhurst Hotel Carpark 7.30 am 
Time : 6 hours 
Leader : Andrew Rich 027 433 9059.  Please contact Andrew if 
you are coming.   

McLeans Island Recreation Area    NQ 
Vets 
Cost: Nil 
Following tracks in the forest and other interesting areas in the 
park. 
Depart: McLeans Island Recreation car park (entrance next right 
past Coringa Golf Club if turning off Johns Rd onto McLeans 
Island Rd.  Yellow bike at entrance, to road and McLeans For-
est) at 9-30am 
Time: 3-4 hours 
Leader: Dallas Ford ph 339 2308 
 
Sumner Loop (PH103) 
From surf club walk up Zig Zag to Summit Road, gun emplace-
ments, Evans Pass, Captain Thomas track and back to cars. 
Cost: Nil 
Grade: 2 
Time: 5 hours 
Depart:  Sumner Surf Club 8.30am 
Leaders:  Marion and Brian Marsh 331 6465 
 
Hurunui Peak  N66 
Cost: $26 
From Korari Downs on 1036 Tekoa Rd, a steady climb to ridge, 
followed by some steep sections  
to the summit. Great views of Culverden basin, Balmoral Forest, 
and Island Hills. 
Grade: 3 
Depart Belfast Hotel car park 8.30am 
Time:  4-5 hours  
Leader: Edith Goesmann Ph 021801718 

Takahe to the Kiwi and beyond    NQ 
Vets 
Cost: Nil 
Following various tracks to the Kiwi and return on different 
tracks. 
Depart: Takahe Dr (opp the Takahe) at 9-30am 
Time: 3-4 hours 
Leader: Helen Chan 351 9888, 021 750 085 

MARCH 1 

MARCH 26 CONTINUED 

WEDNESDAY TRAMPS 

MARCH 12 CONTINUED 

MARCH 19 

MARCH 8 

MARCH 26 
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The Grange from Sladdens Bush Road via Big Ben Saddle 
From the end of Sladdens Bush Road adjacent to Adams Hut 
a derelict Youth Hostel up to Big Ben Saddle then along the 
tops to The Grange 884M return the same way. This is a recce 
for a new tramp to be held later in the year involving a car 
swap. It will be “The Grange to Sladdens Bush Road”. 
Cost: $15 
Grade: 3 @ 2 pace. 
Time: 6 hours.     
Departs: Belfast Hotel carpark 8.30am 
Leader: Graeme Brown 3833732 
Co Leader. Ken Francis 027 325 1280 
 
Sudden Valley   W052 
Cost:  $32 
From Hawdon Shelter cross Hawdon River and follow Sudden 
valley stream up initial flats then a gorge section with several 
stream crossings, finally up to the Biv in the top flats on true 
Right. Return the same way. 
Grade: 3 
Depart: Yaldhurst Hotel car park at 7.30am 
Duration: 6-7 hours 
Leader: Denise Cumberpatch 0273403299 with help from Don 
Hunt. 
 
Mt Somers via Hookey’s Knob and Pinnacles hut – new 
variation 
Cost $29 
From Sharplin falls car park, follow usual route to summit via 
Hookey’s knob track, descend via new poled route linking with 
North face track then Pinnacles hut and out to carpark on Nth 
face track.  
Grade 4 
Depart: Yaldhurst Hotel car park at 7.30am 
Duration: 8 hours 
Leader: Sharyn Foster 0210384279 Co leader Deirdre White-
law, please contact Sharyn if you plan on coming on this trip. 

Otukaikino Walk Sawyers Arms Road    NQ 
Vets 
Cost: Nil 
Walking on various tracks from Sawyers Arms Reserve past 
Lakes to Clearwater Resort then Groynes and return 
Depart: Car park at the end of Sawyers Arms Rd at 9-30am 
Time: 3-4 hours 
Leader: Mary Brinsdon 366 9119 
 
Templeman Farm 
From the cars proceed thru orchard past glass houses follow-
ing the map route along farm tracks up to Coopers Knob. Re-
turn via ridge which follows fence accessed from CRW about 
300M from Coopers Knob. Fantastic views. 
Cost:  $5 
Grade: 2 
Time: 4-5 hours 
Depart:  Cnr Ashgrove / Ferniehurst at 8.30am 
Leader: Gill Smith 027 280 2848 
Co Leader: Russell Hignett 355 5670 
 
Bealey Spur   W008 
Cost:  $34 
Gradual climb through beech forest and open tussock to old musterer’s 
hut. Head up ridge for great views. Return same way. 
Grade: 3 
Depart: Yaldhurst Hotel car park 8.00am 
Duration: 5 hours 
Leader: Bryan Smith 0212324995  As this is the same time as 
the Base camp  please let Bryan know if you are coming on 
this trip. 

Cass Bay to Lyttelton  NQ 
Vets 
Cost: $2 
Undulating walk from Cass Bay to Lyttelton. Hills taken slowly. 
Depart: Heathcote Domain car park Port Hills Rd at 9-30am 
Time: 3-4 hours 
Leader: Norah Gerrity 027 938 0456 
 
The Cathedrals/Rakaia Gorge Walkway 
Via Rakaia walkway, then over rolling farmland to the wind eroded 
gravel cliffs “The Cathedrals.” 
Cost: $20 
Grade: 2 
Time: 5+ hours 
Depart: Yaldhurst Hotel Carpark 8.30am. 
Leader: Sandi Leith 021 189 4773 
Co Leader: Ann McKeever 027 733 2850 
 
Blackley stream (new trip) 
Cost: $22 
Follow across lower Torlesse range from Ghost stream to Blackley 
stream -see map on database for trip W107 . Down stream to Bro-
ken river and back up to Cave stream.  Good swimming hole at the 
end, may look at Prebble hill depending on times. 
Grade: 3  
Depart: Yaldhurst Hotel car park 8.00am 
Duration:  5-6 hours 
Leader: Steve Lewis 0277250506 
 
Mt Izard via Mt Cheeseman  W104A 
Cost: $22 
From Cheeseman ski field Rd at Texas flat, initially on Hogsback 
track then a steep climb on tussock, then some rocky ridge work 
along exposed ridges before descending down long ridge back to 
the Hogsback track.  
Grade: 4 
Depart: Yaldhurst Hotel car park 8.00am 
Duration: 6-7 hours 
Leader: Graeme Kerr 0274339055 Please contact Graeme if you 
plan on coming on this trip . 

Huntsbury Hill Track     NQ 
Vets 
Cost: $2 
Walk is a gradual climb on a graded 4WD Rd to Summit Rd tak-
en slowly. Return alternative tracks depending on the groups 
wishes to car park. 
Depart: Cnr Ashgrove Tce/Ferniehurst St at 9-30am 
Time: 3-4 hours 
Leader: Eileen McGrade 942 7380 
 
Bridle Path/Cass Bay 
From Bridle Path car park to the Summit Road, Major Hornbrook 
track, Time Ball Station for morning tea, thru Lyttleton onto Cass 
Bay maybe Pony Point. Return thru tunnel by bus bring Gold 
Cards. 
Cost: nil 
Grade: 2 
Time:  4-5 hours 
Depart: Bridle path car park 8.30am 
Leader: John Corbert 021 040 9024 
Co Leader: To be appointed on the day — we need people to 
step up to lead in the future. 
 
Kaituna Valley towards Fitzgerald  BP30 
Cost:  $12 
Steep climb from head of valley to walkway then rolling tops along to 
Waipuna saddle, then onto Mt Fitzgerald. Return same way. 
Grade: 3 
Depart:  Cnr Ashgrove Tce/Ferniehurst St 8.30am 
Duration:  5-6 hours  
Leader: Lawrence Allpress 0220928656 

MARCH 22 MARCH 8 CONTINUED 

MARCH 15 MARCH 29 
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Backpacking and Basecamps 2023 

 

Backpacking Tramps Confirmation System 
 

Due to members withdrawing from backpacking tramps at late stages the committee decided the following conditions will apply: 
 That a deposit of $25 be paid to the leader no later than 6 weeks prior to departure if advertised more that 3 months ahead, other-

wise at time of booking. 
 The deposit will be non-refundable except in exceptional circumstances and at the discretion of the leader. 
 Although the confirmation date will be advertised the actual tramp date will remain sufficiently flexible to allow changes to be made 

on account of the weather etc.       
 
Gerald Edmunds Tel: 342 6331  or  agedmunds@outlook.com  Base Camp and Backpacking  Co-ordinator 

Dates Venue Nights Grade Leader 

Sun 26 Feb – 
Thurs 2 Mar 
2023 

Carrington Hut – Waimakariri Falls Hut – 
Barker Hut, Arthurs Pass 

4 Moderate Kaye Young 3296187/02102568702 
rbkmyoung@xtra.co.nz 

Day 1: 6 hour tramp involving river crossings to Carrington Hut (36 bunks, $15 per night). Nights 2 and 3 at Waimakariri Falls Hut (6 bunk, donations) and 
Barker Hut (10 bunks, donations). Night 4 at Carrington Hut. Day 5 to vehicles. 254 kms travel by vehicle. 
Wed 1 - Tue 7 
March 2023 

Travers / Sabine Circuit, Nelson Lakes National Park 6 Moderate Evelyn Sheridan 
evsheridan@slingshot.co.nz 

Sat 11 – Sun 
12 Mar 2023 

Ada Pass Hut, Lewis Pass 1 Easy/Moderate Dean Stewart 
 0273646877 
Stewy989@gmail.com 

5 hour tramp. (14 bunks; $15 per night). 380 kms return travel by vehicle. 

Fri 10 – Sat 18 
Mar 2023 

Te Anau base camp 7 Grades 2, 3 & 4 Marcel Robb 
Marcel.robb@gmail.com 

Sun 26 – Tue 
28 Mar 2023 

Cookies Hut, Hakatere 2 Easy/Moderate Edith Goesmann 3837924/021801718 
edithgoesmann@gmail.com 

5 hour tramp involving river crossings to an ex-musterers’ hut (6 bunks; free). Day 2 exploring the area around the hut. 190 kms. 
Fri 31 Mar – 
Sat 1 Apr 
2023 

Boundary Creek Hut, Hakatere 1 Easy/Moderate Gerald Edmunds 
3426331/02108270228 
agedmunds@outlook.com 

A 5 hour tramp to an ex-musterers’ hut (8 bunks; free). 250 kms return travel by vehicle. 

Mon 3 – Wed 
5 April 2023 

Lewis Tops, Lewis Pass 2 Moderate Maree Richards 
0210364648 
mareegonebush@playful.com 

2 nights camping on the tops, exploring the area around Brass Monkey Bivouac. 

Mon 17 – Wed 
19 April 2023 

Arahura - Styx Valley loop 2 Moderate Tania Dalzell 
tmjddalzell@hotmail.com 
  

Two vehicles needed.   Monday 17th: Drive to Lake Kanerie and stay in Grassy Flats Hut (10 bunks; $5 per night) (3 - 4 hrs walking); Tuesday 18th: Stay 
in the 6 bunk Lower Arahura Hut (6 bunk; $5 per night) (7 - 9 hrs) or camp enroute; walk back to 2nd car on Wednesday 19th and home. Two beautiful 
river valleys with an impressive saddle. 

Sun 14 – Mon 
15 May 2023 

Youngman Stream Hut – Tarn Hut circuit, Lees Valley 1 Moderate Denise Cumberpatch 
3832661/0273403299 
dryrot@xtra.co.nz 

Day 1: 5 hour tramp to Youngman Stream Hut (6 bunks; $5 per night). Day 2: 5 hour tramp via Tarn Hut. 160 kms return travel by vehicle. 

 

M  
R   

20 February 2023 
 
New Members: 
 
Mark Sheehan  
021 879 263 
 

Megan Walsh  
981 4340 / 021 159 5826 
 
Membership: 
Total = 430  
(Female – 264;   Male – 166) 
 
Jan Hann 
 

 

Club equipment  
 
The following Club equipment  
is available for members to   
borrow: 
 
Emergency tent: John Hayman  
335 0984   (This tent may be use-
ful for backpacking trips)  
  
Books:  Ian Fussell  385 0856 
 
Emergency Shelters (4-6 person 
Bothy Bags). The Club has three, 
which are held at the Belfast Z 
garage, Yaldhurst Mobil garage 
and Z Service Station, Barrington 
Street,  
beside the mall.  
Excellent for groups. 

 

Bothy Bags 

Notice to all Grade 3, 4 and 5 leaders. 

The Club has three bothy bags – one in each ser-
vice station. Where it is deemed to be prudent to 
take a bothy bag on your trip, please notify the 
Beacon Coordinator (currently Peter Oliver) in ad-
vance with your desired collection point. Even 
though it’s unlikely, it will avoid a potential situation 
where someone else has got there first.And sign it 
out in the beacon book as usual.   It’s good to see 
the bothy bags being used. 

With thanks 
Peter Oliver    peter@theolivers.nz   
Beacon Coordinator. 
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Golden Bay Basecamp Report – Novmber 2022  
All 22 participants arrived in Pohara on the Sunday evening. We settled in to our holiday houses – Pohara Tide, Pohara 
Surf n Turf and Theo's at Ligar Bay.  

On Monday we went into Abel Tasman NP. Most of us did a key swap walk from Wainui to Totaranui and vice versa. Some 
did the extra loop to Separation Point. A couple went in and out to Whariwharangi hut. Another group did Wainui to Tota-
ranui, then the loop track back to Wainui over Gibbs Hill. Weather was great in the morning, but at lunch time, the skies 
opened and we got thoroughly wet. Soggy sandwiches weren’t very appetising! But as typical positive OFTC members, the 
weather was only a minor inconvenience.  

On Tuesday, we went out to Wharariki Beach, on the southern end of Cape Farewell. From the beach, the track followed 
the sand dunes along to where the Wharariki stream flows into the sea. The stream was deeper than expected, so an inter-
esting start to the day. We entered the bush on the far side of the stream, and followed a rough track up onto the hilltops. 
The walk continued up and down over the hills all the way to Puponga. Views were stunning. Near the Cape Farewell look-
out, we came across a fenced off area, part of an Ecosanctuary conservation project to create a safe breeding ground for 
seabirds. (For more information go to www.naturetrust.co.nz). From Cape Farewell we continued along the grassy hilltops 
to Pillar Point. Here the terrain was rocky with stunted vegetation and views of Old Man Range. As we continued towards 
Puponga, we could see the Spit stretching out ahead of us. The final section took us across triangular flat farmland to the 
car park. A visit to Mussel Inn for refreshments on the way home was a fitting end to the day.  

On Wednesday, one group did Mt Stevens, the highest point on the Whakamarama Range. Very lush vegetation on the 
way up, very windy and cold at the top, so stopped short of the summit. Another couple went in to the Aorere Goldfields. 
Part of this track follows the original gold miners' track ending at a large water reservoir, known as Duggan's dam. The rest 
of us went on the Kill Devil Track, towards upper Takaka. This is part of the multi day Waingaro - Anatoki 4 day circuit. We 
went as far as Tin Hut and some explored a little way past the hut. The walk was gently uphill to the hut, and with relatively 
open kanuka vegetation, we had great views of the surrounding 
valleys, hills and right out to sea. One of our group had a fall on 
the way out, sustaining a very nasty large deep laceration to the 
head. We judged it necessary to set off the beacon, and within an 
hour she was air lifted to Nelson. What better way to see the area 
than flying over it! Thankfully, she is now recovering well. This 
night we enjoyed dinner out at Molly B’s, at Pohara beach. On the 
other nights we shared meals, each house having a turn at host-
ing. Thanks to everyone's efforts we enjoyed beautiful food and 
plenty of it.  

Thursday was a free day -Takaka, Galleries, Labyrinth Rocks, 
Pupu Springs and the Pupu Hydro walk were among the places 
visited. The last night capped off a great week. With a Hippie 
theme, it was such a fun night. You wouldn't believe how a group 
of (mainly!) seniors slotted into their roles with such aplomb! 
Thanks to Alan’s collection of great 60s and 70s music, we danced 
the night away in style! Thanks to everyone for a great week.  

Sue Weller 

Mutton Cove: Photo Ian Fussell 

Guess who! Photo Ian Fussell 



 

 

 Greenstone River to Scott Creek 7-10 February 
 
Day 0: Drive to Kinloch and stay at the YHA. 
Day 1: After a car shuttle start from the Greenstone carpark and walk 
to Rere Lake and then up the Greenstone to Steele Creek with a side 
trip to Greenstone Hut on the way. Camped the night. 7 hours. 
Day 2: Walk up Steele Creek, over the saddle at the top and then 
down to the Deerstalkers Association Upper Caples Hut. This has to 
be booked and is well equipped with gas cookers, solar powered lights 
and phone charging. The track has some windfall damage which 
makes it tricky to follow in places. 9 hours and about 900 m climb. 
Day 3: Up Kay Creek and over Scott Saddle to a campsite beside the 
tarns at about 1400 m. The original plan was to walk up Death Valley 
but the saddle at the head of that is 300 m higher and there was a lack 
of enthusiam to tackle that. Track also affected by windfall. 8.5 hours 
and about 900 m. 
Day 4: We climbed to the saddle to have a look into the top of Death 
Valley before breaking camp and descending Scott Creek. Significant 
windfall damge made for slow progress at times. 7 hours.  
We stayed the night at Glenorchy Hotel in their "character" 6 bunk 
cabin. Also staying at the hotel was the Milton Tramping Club at their 
basecamp. 
Day 5: Drive back to Christchurch. 
Many thanks to Maree for her planning, organising and leading a very special trip.  
 

Ross Walker 
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            chair@oftc.org.nz  
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           alisondownard@gmail.com 
Club Captain: Kaye Young            03 329 6187 
           rbkmyoung@xtra.co.nz 
Secretary: Jenny Hoffman (Committee matters)    
 021 230 7577  jennybarbarah@gmail.com 
               Chris Clark (General Club matters)   
 027  487 9221 secretary@oftc.org.nz  
Treasurer:  Peter Oliver            027 438 5082  
   peter@hackthorne.co.nz 
Membership & Welfare:  Jan Hann 027 531 5599 j
  membership@oftc.org.nz  
Editor / Deputy Ed:  Mavis Airey /Alan Gash  
                0275 293 631 / 022 026 8405        
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Committee: 
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Ex Officio 

Health &Safety Officer: Peter Moody   351 7448  
            pmoody007@gmail.com   
Social Co-ordinator: David Jones  027 288 5845  
  ballymol@xtra.co.nz  
DOC liaison:  Paul Knox                       03 3392997 
            knoxps@gmail.com 
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  pkcoursey@gmail.com 
Beacon co-ordinator: Peter Oliver      027 438 5082 
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G1&2 Waipara Gorge February 19, led by  
Selena Chan. Photo Philappa Clark 

Maree and the team at the Greenstone Hut 


